“...the new Regiment now raising”: 
Continuing the story of the Extra Regiment 
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The 2nd Maryland Regiment at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in 1781. This regiment was 
broadly the successor of the Regiment Extra. Courtesy of the Military Print Company. 


In our last post, many of the contours of the Maryland Extra Regiment/Regiment Extra were 
outlined. This post aims to expand that story. It was pointed out that Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander Lawson Smith (called Alexander Smith in the rest of this article), described as a 
“gentleman Who’s Conduct & Bravery deserves Your Excellency notice” by Harford County’s 
Richard Dallam in a letter to Maryland Governor Thomas Sim Lee on July 14, 1780, led the 
regiment. [1] Within this unit, Maryland 400 veterans Samuel Luckett, Josias Miller, John Plant, 
Charles Smith, and James Farnandis were all mid or high-ranking military officers. This post 
aims to outline the known members of the Extra Regiment beyond these six individuals using 
available information, telling more of the story of this regiment which is broadly lost to history. 
Sometimes this will overlap with what was said in the previous post, but generally it will be new 
information to expand existing scholarship on the subject. 


Recruiting and desertion within the Extra Regiment 


In July of 1780, to alleviate the “Exigencies of the War in the Southern Department” or southern 
theater of the Revolutionary War, the Council of Maryland ordered the creation of this regiment. 


Originally, it was supposed to consist of 531 men, with orders it be ready by July. [2] However, 
recruiting was so abysmal that hardly “one-half the promised number was obtained.” This means 
that there was less than 265 men, with exactly 228 in the regiment, commanded by Mr. 
Alexander Smith, by December, marching later that year. This was not only because the state did 
not have sufficient funds for the recruitment of individuals into the regiment, later giving men 
1,500 pounds to serve for only a three-month period, a successful measure, but also trying to 
draw in former deserters. The latter was compounded by armed boats reportedly “maned by the 
torys” in the lower part of Dorchester County, suppressed by Lieutenant Jonathan Smoot, later a 
captain, who burned the houses of those who held pro-British Crown sympathies and hung others 
of the same political persuasion. 


The other problems of deserters was outlined by Benjamin MacKall, recruiter for the regiment in 
Calvert County, who told Col. Uriah Forest that in July only one man joined the Extra Regiment, 
with two enlisted, and former deserters, escaping by “breaking through the Prison wall.” Adding 
to this was that fact that the local militia was not paying more than 5% toward procuring new 
recruits for the regiment, leading certain counties to not fulfill their quotas required to fill the 
ranks of new regiment. Still, in some counties, like Queen Anne’s, 31 men were enlisted by 
William Hemsley even with lackluster recruiting in general. 


Other problems with recruiting the necessary men led to continuing pleas. As the “extravagant 
prices given to Soldiers” for the regiment reduced recruiting for other regiments, new recruits 
were even furnished “with meat” so that they would stay within the ranks. This confirms that the 
idea that Maryland abandoned the idea of an Extra Regiment after the Battle of Camden on 
August 16 is completely erroneous. Nine days after that battle, the Council of Maryland wrote 
the wife of Governor Lee, Mary Digges Lee, saying: 


We are very anxious to send forward the Regiment Extraordinary to reinforce the 
American Army. The Impracticability of procuring immediately by Purchase, a Sufficient 
Quantity of Linen, for Shirts for all the Men, induces us to solicit your Assistance at this 
Emergency, and to request a Loan of two hundred and sixty Shirts, which we will not fail 
to replace when you may deem it necessary to demand them. 


In later months, the situation would seem to get worse. Fifty men within the regiment, as of 
September 17, were in the hospital, and “a number” deserted, but the Continental Congress still 
directed the state of Maryland to take certain measures “for the march of the new raised 
Regiment.” As the year progressed, the soldiers of the regiment were clothed, even with 
continuing desertions and defections to “the Enemy’s vessels,” and was given the appropriate 
supplies for its imminent march Southward. Some soldiers were even rejected by the state, but 
then were allowed to march again under certain circumstances. Even the paymaster of southern 
department, Joseph Clay, was given 2,060 dollars on October 25 by the Continental Congress to 
enable the “extra regiment...to proceed to the Southward.” [3] It was around this time that the 
Maryland legislature set the stage for the final dissolution of the regiment, by saying that “the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the regiment extra ordinary be draughted into the old 
battalions of the quota of this state in the continental service, and that the field and 
commissioned officers of said regiment be recalled” with Mr. Alexander Smith holding “the rank 
of lieutenant-colonel, as a supernumerary officer of this state in the continental service.” This 


does not mean that the regiment was abolished as other records prove that the regiment stayed 
intact until the following year. 


On September 21, Mr. Alexander Smith was given his orders for marching the regiment, which 
he would follow and execute when the unit marched in December to join the Continental Army: 


“The board think proper to direct That you proceed from :Annapolis as soon as 
circumstances will permit, on your March to Join the Southern Army by way of 
Alexandria to orange Court House & from thence by Charlotteville to Hillsborough. 
Alexandria being but two or three days march from Annapolis. Your men can take 
Provisions enough with them to last them thither, should there be no Issuing Post 
between. You will write to Col James Wood Commanding at Charlotteville, informing 
him when you expect to leave Annapolis. & on your March give him information of your 
movements by every private opportunity, it will not be necessary that you send Expresses. 
If on your route to Charlotteville you should receive orders from Col. Wood to halt, or 
hasten your March you will obey them, & from thence forward put yourself entirely 
under his Command, but if Col Wood should not find it necessary to alter your 
destination, you will proceed as already directed.” 


As discussed earlier, the extra regiment dissolved before the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, 
never seeing action under its name, with most of the regiment’s men, but not all, merging into 
the Second Maryland Regiment. Some, such as Samuel Hanson, one of the regiment’s ensigns, 
joined the 2nd Maryland. Lieutenant Colonel John Eager Howard wrote, as reprinted on page 87 
of Cool deliberate courage: John Eager Howard in the American Revolution: 


“there was a new regiment [Extra Regiment] sent out from Maryland which had been 
raised by the state, and it was thought that the officers had been more favored than the 
officers of the old regiments. It joined us a few days before the action and there were 
such jealousies among the officers that Genl Greene sent all the new officers home, and 
made a new arrangement of the two regiments. This was at the time my light infantry 
[troops who fought at the Battle of Cowpens] joined their regiments. The most of the new 
men were thrown into the second regiment which was very deficient of officers” 


While some records show that some left the regiment on January Ist, it was not until February 12 
that the Maryland General Assembly confirmed that the regiment was no more. Regardless, there 
is agreement among those who submitted pensions and with the existing records that the 
regiment was dismembered before the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, with the officers returning 
home as “Supernumerary” meaning that they stayed part of the Continental Army but were not 
“part of the regular staff,” the regular group of officers. This explains why, in February, Mr. 
Alexander Smith was allowed to “hold the Rank of Lieutenant Colonel as a supernumerary 
Officer in this State in the continental Service.” The following month, the General Assembly said 
that the regiment had been “reduced,” recalling the field and commissioned officers, along with 
non-commissioned officers and privates, within old regiments, which confirmed what had 
happened earlier that year. By June 11, the Council of Maryland noted that several former 
soldiers within the old regiments and extra regiment applied for their bounties and they wished to 
“do justice to them” by giving them the money they deserved. 


Who served in the regiment? 


As noted in the previous section, 228 men were in the regiment as of December 1780. Even with 
this number of men, only the names of 184, at most, including some who later deserted, are 
known through remaining digitized paper records. If the number of 228 is taken as a fact, then 
that means that 44 names are not known. But, if the number of 531 men, the number they were 
aiming for with the creation of this regiment, then 347 names, at most, would not be known. 
Based on the fact that the regiment had problems with recruiting, it is more likely that between 
44-100 names are not known. 


From available information, it is evident that there were eight companies led by Captains James 
Gillespie, from Washington County, Samuel Cock (7th Company), a “young man with some 
property and of a very credible family,” Mr. Charles Smith (Maryland 400 veteran), Benjamin 
Murdock (1st Company), Vachel Burgess, Samuel McLane, Henry Hill (son of Henry), and 
Montjoy/Mountjoy Bailey/Bayley, who later went on to be a captain in the Second Maryland 
Regiment and Seventh Maryland Regiment. [4] There was also Captain Archibald Golder, 
sometimes spelled incorrectly as Colder. But he was described in numerous documents as the 
regiment’s paymaster. [5] Hence, it is not known if he commanded a company or not. If there 
were eight companies and each had 55 people, this means there was about of 480 people, but 
since 531 were originally requested for the regiment, this means that there may have been an 
idea to create 10, 11, 12, 13, or even 14 companies, although this did not occur. 


According to the records, there were twelve lieutenants within the Extra Regiment. They were 
Francis Shepard/Sheppard, Samuel McLane, Ignatius Boone/Boon (earlier an ensign), John Plant 
(earlier an ensign), Samuel Hamilton, Samuel Hanson of Walt, John Lucas, Samuel Jones, Mr. 
Samuel Luckett, and Charles Magruder (earlier an ensign). [6] There are eight other mid-level 
officers known. These men include ensigns Basil Clements, James Bickham, Ignatius Blandford, 
Theodore Middleton, Nathaniel Magruder, Mr. Josias Miller, Basil Gaither, and Joshua Warfield. 
[7] There was also Major Edward Giles, an officer who was second-in-command of the regiment. 


Luckily some information survives on promotion and resignation of certain ranks. On September 
1, Mr. Charles Smith, Samuel Cock, Archibald Golder, Samuel Hanson, Mr. Josias Miller, and 
James Bigham? resigned their ranks, while Benjamin Murdoch, Vachel Burgess, Francis 
Shepard, Samuel McLane, John Lucas, Charles Magruder, Mr. Samuel Luckett, Ignatius 
Boone/Boon, Theodore Middleton, John Plant, Jacob Gray, and Basil Clements were promoted. 
When this happened, the newly appointed ensigns to the unit were told that if they accept this 
promotion, they will “repair as soon as possible to this Place, to take Command.” 


The records of ordinary soldiers in the Extra Regiment are thin. A digital copy showing the 
return of those within Samuel Cock’s Seventh Company is incomplete. There is only one page 
with the full return, of 55 men, and another showing 60 men within the company. Other pages 
are ripped off, only showing 18 or 29 men, respectively. [8] They were clearly drawn from 
Prince George’s, Charles, Queen Anne’s, Kent, Wicomico, Worchester, and Charles counties to 
name a few, as the records indicate. Some are listed as sick, others on furlough or not joined. The 
full return, with most of the men with blankets, shirts, shoes, and other equipment, with a few 
exceptions. [9] By later September, only 37 of Cock’s company were present and able to march. 


The others were either sick in an Annapolis hospital, deserted from Annapolis, hadn’t joined the 
company, sick in a Philadelphia Hospital, were “on command,” or deserted at the Head of Elk 
earlier that month. [10] 


There are scattered records of others who enlisted in the regiment. In July, there were 30 men 
who were described as the “Ist 30 for Extra Regiment.” [11] Seventeen others were mentioned at 
the end of this list. It is not known if they enlisted in the regiment or not. [12] On August 16, six 
men enlisted in the regiment (William Gloury, Francis McClain, John Butler, Peter Scott, James 
Scott, and Thomas Beaver), all of whom went down to Annapolis aboard “the Sloop Liberty.” 
By November, there were 28 more within the regiment’s ranks, with numerous desertions and 
non-joiners not among them. [13] If this isn’t enough, there are assorted records for 24 
individuals. One of them, John Hard, was “‘old & Deaf’ and confined for desertion, which was 
different from the capture of John Collins, a private who had deserted to Kent County. [14] 


Three other individuals seemed like people who wanted to join the regiment. In July 1780, 
William Hopewell of Salisbury, within Wicomico County, requested to have a command 
position within the regiment. Nothing else about Mr. Hopewell is known. The same month, 
Daniel Jennifer, in Charles County’s Port Tobacco, said that he would be “glad” to be officer as 
part of the regiment. The same goes for Jacob Bythe who was proposed as a lieutenant for the 
regiment but the story ends there. Constantine Wright was part of the regiment reportedly as well 
and Private Jacob Blake was possibly a soldier, but his enlistment has not been confirmed. In all, 
Matthew Garner, Samuel Hanson (whose father was undoubtedly Walter, who said this son was 
a prisoner in April 1781), Charles Magruder, Vachel Burgess, Francis Shepard, and John Bryan 
were veterans of the Maryland 400, as noted in our last post. 


Pensions and closing 


While existing records only show records for 184 men in the regiment, only a few actually wrote 
pensions. Specifically, 19 men had pensions: 


1. Lt. Col. Alexander Lawson Smith [15] 

Captain Charles Smith [16] 

Captain Benjamin Murdock/Murdoch (includes a statement in which Montjoy Bayley 
asserts he was a captain in the regiment) 

4. Captain Montjoy Bayley [17] 

5. Captain Archibald Golder [18] 

6. Lieutenant Samuel Luckett [19] 
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. Lieutenant John Plant (previously an ensign) [20] 
. Ensign Josias Miller [21] 
9. Ensign Theodore Middleton [22] 
10. Private John McKay/McCay (new person not previously mentioned) 
11. Private William Elkins (new person not previously mentioned) 
12. Private John Shanks (new person not previously mentioned) 
13. Private William Groves (who may have later become an ensign) 
14. Private Jesse Boswell (new person not previously mentioned) 
15. Private Giles Thomas (new person not previously mentioned) 


16. Private Philip Huston (new person not previously mentioned) 

17. Private Thomas Gadd (confirms regiment was broken up before battle) 
18. Private William Patton 

19. Private John Newton [23] 


Others, such as James Hopkins, have no pension but are mentioned in other pensions, like his 
brother’s pension in this case. This means that less than 11% of the men within the regiment, 
currently known, wrote pensions. Even the pensions themselves don’t say much about the 
regiment as a whole. There may be even more since some of the names may be spelled 
differently within the pension records than those in the muster rolls. 


Hence, it is hard to know the full story of those within the regiment, but the information gathered 
in this article and put into sections, brings it into public view, which is helpful for those 
researching their family lineage and those interested in military history. 
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